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• Some observers caution against do-it-yourself installation. If it’s 
done wrong, it could void the product warranty. There are other 
reasons to make sure a knowledgeable pro performs installation, 
including numerous related to safety. 

• Test cleanability on vendor-provided samples. Take commonly 
spilled items in your facility and see what it takes to get them 
out. This could save surprise revelations later.

• While it’s true for most products, definitely talk to peers in your 
similar situation and care setting how they like a carpeting you 
are seriously considering. Buyer’s remorse is something that 
should be avoided at all cost with carpeting due to the cost, and 
disruptive nature of replacing it.

• If your rooms turn over often, be extra senstive to installation 
and adhesive materials so they aren’t too harsh on the floor. 

(Figures cited are averages of all respondents’ answers. Actual pricing 
will vary due to volume, bundling and other factors of a purchase.)

Sources: Interior Images, Invacare, J+J Flooring, Patcraft, Shaw, 
Signature Flooring

Lowest priced square yard: $24.60 Mid-range priced square yard: $29 Highest priced square yard: $42

Typical delivery time: 10 days to 6 weeks

Typical delivery charges:  
Varies by location, from $0.50 per yard on up

Average life span of product:  
Varies, but 10+ years is common

Standard warranty:  
10 years to “lifetime” for many

Average maintenance costs per year:  
Ask the manufacturer; this number will vary 
based on carpeting composition 

Carpeting

Snapshot

Buyers Notes
“We like to get carpet that we know is 

going to last at least 10 years. We like to 

pick colors that we know the residents will 

like and that won’t show dirt or wear and 

tear. We also occassionally get bids from 

other carpet vendors so that we know 

we’re at the right price point. We do that 

probably about every five years.”

— Conni Duffner, Executive Director, Missoula Manor 
Homes, Missoula, MT


